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MR. KELLY: I just want to let you know that Ambassador Goldberg is going to New York tomorrow, Thursday, July 30 for 

consultations with the United Nations 1718 sanctions committee. He’s also going to be consulting with the Turkish chairperson of 

that committee. He’ll brief the 1718 committee on U.S. efforts to implement UN Security Council Resolution 1874, and will, of  

course, reiterate U.S. support for the continued work of the sanctions committee. 

He also plans to lead an interagency delegation starting on Monday, August 3 to go to Moscow, where he’ll meet with Russian 

foreign ministry counterparts and financial officials to coordinate on our efforts on the implementation of 1874. He plans to return to 

Asia with an interagency delegation sometime in mid-August, and we’ll give you more information on that as we get closer to the 

date. 

 

QUESTION: New topic. 

QUESTION: Right. Where is Dan Fried right now? 

MR. KELLY: Where is Dan Fried right now? I am actually not sure where Dan Fried is right now. 

QUESTION: Do I have to tell you? 

MR. KELLY: You – well, I’m sure that you probably have that information, Matt, but – yes. 

QUESTION: (Inaudible) their organization claiming that at least four people are dead, and the news seems to be somehow 

authentic. Any reaction from State? 

MR. KELLY: We don’t have any confirmed reports of casualties. We are waiting to get this confirmation from the Government of 

Iraq. As I said yesterday, we received assurances from the Government of Iraq that any actions that they took at Camp Ashraf 

would be consistent with humane treatment of the individuals there, and that they would not relocate any of the individuals t here to a 

country where they would have a well-founded fear of persecution. 

As I said yesterday, this is – this action or this decision by – on the part of the Government of Iraq is entirely consistent with their 

rights as a sovereign country to establish control over the area. And I think as you’ve seen from various comments from American 

officials in Iraq, we were not informed in advance that they would do this. But we do think it’s – the action itself was within the rights 

of Iraq as a sovereign to do. 

QUESTION: Well, now that Iraq is a sovereign entity and continuing to take control over its own territory and prisoners and 

everything are you trying to persuade the Iraqis to sign the Geneva Convention?  

MR. KELLY: Well, we have – I don’t know if I can address that exact question right now, but I do know that we’ve received written 

assurances from the Government of Iraq that they would treat these individuals humanely and wouldn’t relocate them to a country 

where they may suffer persecution. 

QUESTION: Did you receive assurances after the actions yesterday? 

MR. KELLY: Before. We received written --  

QUESTION: Not after what happened? 

MR. KELLY: No, before. Before that.  



QUESTION: When did you get those, Ian? Because I’m told that, according to a lawyer for families of some of the people who are in 

Camp Ashraf, Camp Ashraf was not mentioned in the SOFA agreement. So was there some kind of a side letter or something in 

which you received those assurances, and did you – and if so, when did you get that?  

MR. KELLY: Well, you know, I don’t know the exact answer to that. I do know that this is all part of the transfer agreement that we 

had, transfer of authority from coalition forces to the Government of Iraq. And that was back in February. When we exactly received 

these written assurances, I’m not sure. I would assume that it would be within the context of the transfer of security responsibility, 

but --  

QUESTION: According to the lawyer and another representative of people who are there in Camp Ashraf, they – the latest numbers 

I got this morning were that seven people have died, that 19 were severely injured, i.e., in comas, and that about 400 were i njured 

more generally. And the representatives of the Camp Ashraf residents have produced footage which we got in Baghdad that show 

people with bullet holes in their heads. And we’ve – it’s impossible to verify when those pictures were taken or –  

MR. KELLY: Yeah. Right. 

QUESTION: You know, so we can’t vouch for their authenticity. On the other hand, it’s hard for me to figure why they would be lying 

about it either. And the Iraqi Government, according to our story, denies that anyone was killed. So you said that you were waiting 

for the Iraqi Government to – for confirmation that people have been killed. Is there any – is the U.S. Government giving – given the 

assurances that you obviously sought and obtained, is the U.S. Government giving any consideration to actually investigating itself 

to see what may have happened here? 

MR. KELLY: Clearly, these reports that you’re giving me are disturbing, and we – and as I said yesterday, we’re paying very close 

attention to this. We’re – we are seeking more information from the Iraqi Government. And at a certain point, I think that we’ll be able 

to make more comment on exactly what happened yesterday.  

We would, I think it’s fair for me to say that we would be ready to assist in any way in terms of dealing with what happened 

yesterday or in terms of looking into what happened. But as far as I know, we haven’t been asked to assist.  

QUESTION: The lawyer and the representative said that they would like the U.S. military to try to help evacuate the severely injured 

so that they can be treated. Did your comment, “We would be ready to assist in any way,” – did you mean that to address that issue 

of trying to help treat people who may have been injured? 

MR. KELLY: Yeah. Let me see if I can get you more information on that. That’s a fair question.  

QUESTION: And the last one on this for me is they claim that in 2004, the residents of Camp Ashraf were informed by the U.S. 

Government, and it was done by DOD, that they regarded – the U.S. Government regarded these people as protected persons 

under the Fourth Geneva Convention, which obviously has obligations in terms of how the United States, when it had custody of 

these people, should treat them. And I guess the question then becomes, well, do you believe that such obligations as you had 

continue, having transferred authority over these people, or not? And did the assurances that you seek mirror the obligations that 

the U.S. Government assumed in viewing them as subject to the Fourth Geneva Convention? 

MR. KELLY: Well, Arshad, first of all, I’m not aware of these obligations that you mentioned from a few years ago, and so it’s – it 

wouldn’t be appropriate for me to comment on some responsibilities that I’m not aware of that we said we would take on. So let me 

see if we have more information for you on that. 

The main obligation that we have now is the obligation to transfer authority to the government – responsibility for security within Iraq 

to the Government of Iraq. But, of course, we also have some concerns about the treatment of people who were previously under 

our – whatever the word is, custodianship or jurisdiction, so we are, of course, paying close attention to what’s going on.  

But you’ve raised a few issues that I think that I need to find out some more information on.  

QUESTION: Ian, I have a question about – if we can switch topics. 

QUESTION: On this issue still do you think there is --  

QUESTION: Do you think he has anything more to say? 

(Laughter.) 

QUESTION: Is there any --  

MR. KELLY: I guess Matt thinks I don’t have anything more to say.  

QUESTION: Is there any link between Secretary Gates’ visit to Iraq and the invasion of --  

MR. KELLY: No, I wouldn’t – I would discourage you from making a connection in that regard. I mean, we have senior officials in 

Baghdad all the time. I don’t think there was any particular political signal that anybody intended to send in terms of the timing. 
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