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TRANSCRIPT (EXCERPTS): 
 
QUESTION: On Iraq, Camp Ashraf, the Iranian opposition, says that the Iraqis are going to move them next Tuesday, 

I think. Are you going to try and use your influence with the Iraqis not to move them? The opposition says there’ll be 
bloodshed if they do attempt to do that.  

 
MR. KELLY: Well, I think what we would do, first and foremost, is to urge the Iraqi authorities to conduct any such 

relocation with the residents of Camp Ashraf, that it be done in a lawful and humane way. They’ve made clear to us, 
to the Government of the U.S., that they do plan to do this. And this is entirely an Iraqi planned initiative. And as I said 
before, we’d expect this be carried out in a humane way.  
We have, all along, recognized Iraqi sovereignty over the entire territory of Iraq, including the area where Camp 
Ashraf is located. And as I think we’ve said before, the Government of Iraq has assured us that they would not deport 
any of these citizens to any country where they would – if you have a well-rounded fear of being treated inhumanely.  
So we – I mean, we’re engaging the Government of Iraq. Diplomatically, we respect Iraqi sovereignty. But of course, 
we’re making it clear that we would expect these – the residents of Camp Ashraf to be treated well and with respect.  

 
QUESTION: Did you raise the incident that occurred a few months ago during the raid? There were a number of 
deaths a few months ago. Did you – was it in the background there?  

 
MR. KELLY: Yes, we have raised that. Yeah.  

 
QUESTION: Did you raise it in the context of this new move, that you don’t want to see it go like that?   

 
MR. KELLY: Well, I think that’s – that incident, I think, is in the back of everybody’s mind as we consider events 

related to Camp Ashraf. 
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