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QUESTION:  On Iraq, the MEK is complaining quite strongly about the relocation process for the Camp 

Ashraf residents, saying primarily that the Iraqis have not signed an MOU they were supposed to in 

the UN on how Ashraf was going to be set up, and that they are being hustled out of the camp without 

being allowed to take their belongings.  I’m wondering if you have any readout on how the U.S. thinks 

the relocation process is going, and do you feel that the Iraqis are living up their side of the bargain? 

 

MS. NULAND:  Well, we do.  And just today – as you know, we had a first tranche of MEK move to 

Camp Liberty about a week ago.  And just today, a second tranche of some 300 MEK have arrived at 

Camp Liberty.  So, we’ve now, of the 3,000-plus, we’ve now relocated about 800.  On top of that, the 

United Nations has already begun its process to provide refugee processing for those who have moved 

out of Ashraf and relocated to Camp Liberty.  So that is underway and we think that that is also 

beginning to encourage more of the folks in Ashraf to move, understanding that they will have far 

more options for their future if they go up to Liberty. 

QUESTION:  Do you know are there any U.S. officials from the Embassy or elsewhere observing the 

actual relocation process and particularly the departure from Ashraf? 

MS. NULAND:  We did have some embassy officials both at Ashraf and at Liberty for the first tranche.  

I don’t know whether that was also the case today.  I would guess that we do have some people at 

Liberty. 

QUESTION:  Okay.  If we could ask about the Ashraf side of that, because that’s the side of the 

equation that they’re complaining about most strongly. 

MS. NULAND:  We will.  Anything else?  Okay, thanks everybody. 

QUESTION:  Thank you. 

 

The briefing was concluded at 1:05 p.m.) 
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