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SECRETARY CLINTON: Good afternoon, everyone 

It’s a real pleasure to welcome once again my friend Foreign Secretary David Miliband back to the State Department. And today  we 

had a substantive and far-ranging discussion about the wide range of challenges and opportunities we are facing together and ho w 

to build on our special relationship to advance our shared values and interests. I updated the foreign secretary on my recent travels 

to India and Thailand, and our just-concluded Strategic and Economic Dialogue with China. We reviewed recent developments in 

North Korea and Iran. I thanked him for the leadership that the British Government has been providing on issues like climate 

change, human rights, and the Middle East peace process. 

We also talked at length about our common efforts in Afghanistan, and I commended the foreign secretary for the important speech 

he gave in Brussels earlier this week. His analysis of the way forward is very much consistent with ours, and we will continue to 

stand shoulder-to-shoulder in pursuit of our common objectives.  

I also want to state publicly what I mentioned to the foreign secretary, my admiration for the incredible courage, service, and 

sacrifice of the British troops working for stability and peace in Afghanistan. This has been a very challenging period for American 

and British forces alike, and for the American and British people who are standing behind them. Thanks to the bravery, skill,  and 

sacrifice of these troops, we have made significant gains in the recent operations, but there remains much work to be done.  

Both of our countries are still threatened by the same enemy, an enemy that has attacked London, New York, and Washington. We 

know they’ve attacked us in the past, and, unfortunately, we know that they plot against us even today. With commitment and 

resolve – qualities in great supply in both of our countries – we can succeed in confronting this enemy and achieving our goals. On 

this, as on so many other issues, our special relationship is a driver for greater peace, progress, and prosperity not only for our own 

people, but around the world.  

So once again, David, I’m grateful for this opportunity that we had today in a series of conversations and meetings that we’ve 

enjoyed since I took this office to discuss joint solutions to our shared global challenges. 

FOREIGN MINISTER MILIBAND: Well, thank you very much. It’s a pleasure to be back in Washington. We have had really 

excellent talks today, deep and broad. I just want to touch on a couple of issues. The issue of Afghanistan and its relationship with 

Pakistan is obviously at the top of both of our agendas, and it’s a tough phase for all the countries that are in Afghanistan at  the 

moment. But I want to be absolutely clear that we went into this together, and we will work it through together, because we are 

stronger together. 

We are approaching a very important moment in Afghanistan, the first Afghan-led elections for 30 years, on August the 20
th
. Those 

elections need to be credible, and I think they will be especially important, because they are a chance to reaffirm that our purpose in 

Afghanistan is to support a credible, democratic Afghan Government. There is a lot of talk, rightly, about burden sharing within the 



coalition, but the greatest burden sharing must be between the international community and the Government of Afghanistan, which 

increasingly needs to take the lead, the security lead as well as the political lead, in shaping the future of that country.  

The contract between the winner of the August 20
th
 elections and the people of Afghanistan is the most important contract of all. The 

importance and centrality of the Middle East peace process is shown by the range of senior American diplomats and officials i n the 

region at the moment, and we applaud the systematic and sustained way in which the Administration is engaged on this absolutely 

vital issue for all of our national interests. 

On Iran, I think it’s very important to say that on the important nuclear question, the ball is in Iran’s court. And as soon as the new 

government is formed in Tehran, we look forward to that government addressing the clear offer, the clear package that was put to 

Iran some 15 or 16 months ago.  

I’ll just mention briefly that we also touched on climate change, because I think both of us are clear that today and in the future, 

climate change will be a major foreign policy issue, and it’s going to be an issue that needs sustained international political 

leadership from foreign ministers as well as environment ministers, and that’s what we’re determined to offer. 

Finally, with great sadness, I have to repeat the condolences that have been offered by my prime minister today to two families of 

British hostages held in Iraq. I can confirm that on July the 20
th
, the Foreign Office informed the families of Alec and Alan that it was 

very likely that their loved ones were dead. This is something that is based on credible information. It is putting the families, 

obviously, in a horrible position, but we thought it was essential that we continued the open dialogue that we’ve had with them over 

a traumatic two years.  

This leaves one British hostage in Iraq. We are in contact with those who are in contact with the hostage takers. And all of our 

efforts are working to ensure the safe release of that hostage. Hostage taking is never justified. It belongs to a dark past in Iraq.  

We call, as the hostages’ families did today in an incredibly dignified way, for the release of Peter Moore and for final clarity about 

the fate of Alec and Alan. We do not offer substantive concessions to hostage takers. We cannot do so. It would be the wrong thing 

to do. But the hearts of every British person will go out to those families today. Thank you very much, indeed.  

 

MR. KELLY: Charlie Wolfson, CBS News. 

QUESTION: Madame Secretary, in Iraq, can you talk about the U.S. policy towards the MEK in Iraq, and can you also talk about the 

events of yesterday and whether or not the U.S. has any responsibility towards the people in Camp Ashraf? 

And for both of you, in Iran, next door in Iran, there are reports of abuse of political prisoners coming out of Iran and also reports of a 

fracture among the political leadership in Iran. Can you address those issues, please?  

SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, first with respect to the MEK at Camp Ashraf, we are urging restraint on both sides. The Government 

of Iraq has stated that the residents of Camp Ashraf will be treated in accordance with Iraq’s constitution, laws, and international 

obligations. The Iraqi Government has assumed security responsibility for Camp Ashraf and its residents, which obviously largely 

consists of MEK members, the full transfer of security responsibility from the coalition forces in Iraq to the Iraqi army forces occurred 

on February 20
th
, 2009. This is part of the turnover of responsibilities to a sovereign nation.  

And although the U.S. Government remains engaged and concerned about this issue, it is a matter now for the Government of Iraq 

to resolve in accordance with its laws. And we are very clear that we expect that the Government of Iraq, now that it has assumed 

this security responsibility, will fulfill its obligations, to show restraint, will not forcibly transfer anyone to a country where such a 

transfer might result in the mistreatment or the death of that person based on their political affiliation and activities. But it is now the 

responsibility of the Government of Iraq. 

With respect to the stories coming out of Iran concerning the abuse of political prisoners, we deplore that. We believe that it is 

imperative for the Iraqi authorities to release political prisoners, to treat them appropriately and humanely, and it is something that is 

very much telling, because their continuing detention and abuse of political prisoners certainly suggests that the political situation 

inside of Iran has not yet resolved itself.  

And we are very much, as you’ve heard me say before, supportive of the people of Iran being able to express their opinions, being 

able to demonstrate freely and openly and engage in peaceful protests, for freedom of the press so that journalists are not picked 

up, detained, deported. And it’s part of the overall concerns that we have expressed for weeks now about what we’ve seen in the 

behavior of the authorities in Iran and the incredible courage of the Iranian people in standing up against what they view as 

infringements on their rights.  

FOREIGN MINISTER MILIBAND: I think it’s important to say that ever since the elections, Secretary Clinton and I have been at 

pains to say that it is for the Iranian people to choose their government, but it’s for the Iranian Government to protect their people. 

And we have refused to fall into any trap that suggests it was for anyone other than the Iranian people to choose their government.  



But equally, there are universal values, universal values that need to be stood up for, and obviously, we await further details of the 

alleged abuses. But it remains a signature part of our approach that without fear or favor, we do point to human rights abuse 

wherever it takes place. And the most recent Foreign Office Annual Report on Human Rights highlighted Iran as one of the countries 

of concern, and obviously, we’ve been looking with very great care at the latest revelations that have come out.  

In terms of the situation within the government, I think that the world has seen a remarkable testimony to the strength and education 

and desire of the Iranian people for greater freedom. We’ve seen that in the run-up to the election day when the debate was 

passionate and engaged, but also since then. And I think it’s very important that we continue to say very clearly that the Iranian 

Government has responsibilities to the international community, which we want to see them uphold, but it also has responsibilities to 

its own people that its own people want to see upheld. 
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