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QUESTION: Mark, on Iraq and Camp Ashraf -- 

MR. TONER: Yep. 

QUESTION: -- can you tell us, is there any response to the Iraqis’ decision to actually close the camp and expel the 

dissidents by the end of the year? And can you also confirm that the U.S. medevaced wounded people to U.S. facilities in 

this most recent attack? 

MR. TONER: Well, I can say that the Government of Iraq has provided humanitarian assurances on Camp Ashraf, which 

includes that no resident will be forcibly transferred to a country where there are grounds for believing they would be 

persecuted or tortured based on their political or religious beliefs. They’ve also publicly committed to undertake an 

investigation as to what exactly happened on April 8
th

 that led to a number of deaths and injuries, and we welcome that 

announcement. And we would also urge that the UN Assistance Mission for Iraq be allowed to visit the camp also to 

assess the situation. 

We continue to urge restraint and nonviolence as a means in facilitating an appropriate solution to the situation. We’re 

prepared to consider any assistance that we can – that is requested by the Government of Iraq to develop and execute a 

negotiated plan to address the future of Camp Ashraf. 

Yeah. 
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QUESTION: People who speak on behalf of the Camp Ashraf residents have said, and the U.S. military I believe has 

confirmed, that U.S. military personnel went to the camp afterwards. And the Pentagon, as I understand it, says they’re not 

going to talk about what their people saw, but the people who speak on behalf of the residents say that the U.S. military 

did indeed find 31 people dead there, most of them shot, some of them crushed by heavy vehicles. 

Do you know or have a sense of – and I believe there are another three that are said to have died in hospitals. Does the 

U.S. State Department have a view on how many people actually died here? 

MR. TONER: We don’t, which is why I didn’t just give you a number. I think we’re still investigating that number. It 

was – it is one of the reasons why we’re asking that UNAMI be allowed to visit. But we’re also asking that they undertake 

this investigation to determine (a) what transpired and (b) how many people were indeed killed or injured in that.  

Yeah. 

QUESTION: Given the accusations that it was, in fact – and given your own statement that it was the actions of the Iraqi 

military that caused the deaths – I mean, you were very unambiguous about that – what makes you think that the Iraqi 

Government is likely to conduct an independent and candid investigation of this? 

MR. TONER: Well, again, we are – we did express our concern about what took place there, and we are asking that they 

allow visits of UNAMI but also that they conduct a transparent investigation. I think we do need to be mindful that this is 

a sovereign matter for the Government of Iraq, but we’re being very candid in our views that they need to look into this 

and get answers. 

QUESTION: Mark, did you view any Iranian hands behind what happened in Ashraf? 

MR. TONER: Iranian hands? Look, again, we just want to see that there’s a thorough investigation of what transpired 

there. I think we need to get answers – more answers as to what happened there. But we stand behind what we said in our 

statement, as Arshad said, which is -- 

QUESTION: But do you expect any Iraqi report says that Iran was behind what happened in Ashraf? 

MR. TONER: Again, I think we want just a clear picture of what transpired.  

Yeah. Go ahead. 

QUESTION: When you say the Iraqi Government has provided assurances that they’re committed to not expelling these 

people, so it’s the U.S. Government’s position right now that Camp Ashraf is not going to be closed and the people are not 

going to be kicked off that land at this point? 

MR. TONER: Well, again, I think I said we’re prepared to help the Government of Iraq develop and execute a negotiated 

plan – and an emphasis on negotiated – that addresses the future of Camp Ashraf. 

QUESTION: Because if I’m not mistaken, didn’t – initially, the Iraqis had committed to protecting the people, and that, 

clearly, is not the case. So I mean, I guess the question right now is what – what is the Iraqi Government still doing that 

they have promised to do with regards to Camp Ashraf, because so far it seems like they’re breaking all their promises?  

MR. TONER: Yeah. I mean, we – obviously, and just walking you – walking back a little bit through the history right at 

the end of the occupation of Iraq, Multi National Forces Iraq continued to treat the residents of Camp Ashraf as protected 

persons under the Fourth Geneva Convention, and that was as a matter of policy. But with the expiration of the UN 

mandate, the Government of Iraq assumed full security responsibility for Camp Ashraf, and that included security 



responsibility for this particular camp – I’m sorry, in Iraq. And they have provided written assurances that Camp Ashraf 

residents would be treated humanely and in accordance with the constitution, laws, and obligations of Iraq, and that no 

Ashraf – Camp Ashraf residents would be forcibly transferred to any other country where they might face persecution. 

And we continue to call on them to uphold those commitments. 

QUESTION: Despite the – so despite the fact that they’ve already clearly broken the agreement – I mean, they have; they 

went and they attacked these people; there are dozens dead – the U.S. still believes that the residents of Camp Ashraf are 

not going to be expelled from their land there? 

MR. TONER: I think that we are in conversations with Iraqi authorities and we’re making our views on this very clear, 

mindful, as I said, of the fact that this is a sovereign matter for them. But both publicly and privately we’re conveying that. 

QUESTION: Mark, the Iraqi Government gave, I think last year, similar assurances like this, and now they are repeating 

the same problem. 

MR. TONER: Well, again, you’re right. And again, we’re calling them to uphold their commitments and their 

obligations. 

Yes. 

QUESTION: So you keep saying that the Iraqi Government won’t expel them to a third country where their rights won’t 

be respected. Does that mean that they can close down the camp and move them to somewhere else inside Iraq? That’s 

their sovereign choice? 

MR. TONER: Well, again, I think that what we’re offering assistance on is trying to reach some kind of negotiated 

settlement of the issue, a negotiated plan to address the issue. 

QUESTION: Could that include settlement options for some in the United States? 

MR. TONER: I don’t want to speculate on what it may or may not include, but we’re certainly offering our assistance on 

it. 

Yeah. 

QUESTION: It’s my understanding that some of them or all of them have been offered asylum in Europe, but they 

refused it even though they’ve been repeatedly attacked. Is that a problem? I mean, is that – are they part of the reason 

why this has continued? Do you understand their insistence on staying there? 

MR. TONER: Well, I mean, I think only they can express why they would want to stay, but we’re mindful that it’s a very 

sensitive situation. And obviously, what took place last week was unjustified, and that the Iraqi authorities, for the time 

being, need to respect the rights of those individuals in Camp Ashraf and that, moving forward, we need to try to find 

some negotiated way to address the issue. 

QUESTION: Which could include a third country where they wouldn’t be tortured or – 

MR. TONER: Conceivably, yeah. But I don’t want to – 

QUESTION: -- abused. 



MR. TONER: Right. But I don’t want to get out in front on what possible outcomes may be, but conceivably.  

Go ahead. 

QUESTION: Can I change topic? 

QUESTION: Yeah. 

QUESTION: A good time to change topic, too, so – 

QUESTION: Me, too. 

MR. TONER: Okay 
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