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12:52 p.m. EST 

MS. NULAND: Good afternoon. I have nothing at the top, so let’s go to what’s on your minds. 

QUESTION: (Inaudible) about Iraq? 

MS. NULAND: Yeah. 

QUESTION: Prime Minister Maliki’s news conference today? In talking about the Vice President, he said if Kurdish authorities don’t 

release him or if he were to manage to flee the country that there may be problems, I think is how he put it. Is that not sort of a 

threatening tone? What was the readout here on that? 

MS. NULAND: Well, as you know, the Vice President did have good conversations yesterday. I think the White House reported on 

those yesterday. We do note what the prime minister said in his press conference, and I would say that he also spoke about the 

need for the parties to get together. I think he called it a summit of political leaders that he wanted to have to discuss the political 

process and discuss power sharing, and we continue to urge all the sides in Iraq to work through their differences peacefully and 

within international standards of the rule of law. That’s the message that we’ve given to the prime minister; it’s the message that 

we’re giving to all of the political actors in Iraq. 

QUESTION: Does the Ambassador continue to make phone calls and meet with the various parties? 

MS. NULAND: He does. 

QUESTION: Do you know when the last meetings or talks were and who they were with? 
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MS. NULAND: He had more talks today. I don’t have a list here with me, but as the White House reported, the Vice President spoke 

to Prime Minister Maliki and Speaker al-Najafi yesterday. I think that Jim Jeffrey – Ambassador Jeffrey – over the last couple of days 

has seen the – seen or spoken to the leaders of every major group in Iraq. 

QUESTION: Do you have any position on the prime minister’s demand that the Kurds essentially return the vice president? Do you 

think that’s the right way to go? 

MS. NULAND: They need to work this out within the rule of law. They need to respect the Iraqi constitution on all sides. If there are 

charges, they need to be processed appropriately within the Iraqi judicial system, as we said yesterday, and all sides need to 

cooperate in that. 

QUESTION: But would releasing the Vice President be – as the prime minister has requested, be essentially doing that, working 

within the Iraqi legal framework? 

MS. NULAND: I think there are conversations going on inside Iraq that we’re not going to get into the middle of about how this 

process ought to move forward. It’s – release implies that he’s being held or prevented from fulfilling the demands of the court, and I 

don’t think that’s the stage we’re at right now. 

QUESTION: And just a final one: Also, apparently the prime minister has extended the Camp Ashraf deadline by six months.  

MS. NULAND: Yeah. 

QUESTION: Did they let you know about this formally, and what’s your – do you think that’s a good thing? 

MS. NULAND: We do think it’s a good thing. We do think it’s a good thing that the Iraqi Government is engaged. We’re encouraging 

those living in Ashraf to also be engaged. The UN, as you know, is in the process of trying to broker an agreement where the 

residents of Ashraf could be moved safely and securely to another location and where they could take advantage of some of the  

international offers for resettlement. And so, obviously, that process is going to take a little bit more time. So we’re gratified to see 

that the Iraqi Government’s going to give it a little bit more time, and that they are particularly cooperating well with the UN process. 

QUESTION: And are you confident that the six months would be a sufficient time to get that agreement done? 

MS. NULAND: Well, we would certainly hope so, and we are encouraging all sides to keep working on it. 

QUESTION: Well, what’s your understanding of that extension? When did it take effect? Because he seemed to suggest that he had 

actually done this in November. 

MS. NULAND: Well, as of two days ago, we were still understanding that we had a December 31st -- 

QUESTION: So you guys didn’t know anything about it until today? Or maybe not when he spoke, but today was the first time you 

knew of an extension. 

MS. NULAND: Well, it was one of the options that we had been discussing, was to extend the deadline that the UN had also been 

discussing to buy more time for this. In terms of an actual decision of the Iraqi Government and a public announcement of it, I think 

we became aware shortly before the public announcement. 

QUESTION: So your understanding is that this six months expires six months from now and not six months from November, when 

he said that -- 



MS. NULAND: Yeah. I don’t have a sense of the final calendar time. But again, the UN is working assiduously to try to come up with 

a roadmap for the residents of Ashraf. In the best case scenario, it won’t take six months, and we’ll be able to get them settled in 

before. 

QUESTION: Right. And then the other thing, you said that there were outstanding offers for resettlement for these residents? Are 

you – can you – are you aware of any specific – can you provide names of countries that have offered to take in – other than Iran, 

which would like to see some of them back, I’m sure? 

MS. NULAND: The UN is working on this issue with a number of countries in Europe. I think there is an issue of whether some of 

the residents of Camp Ashraf would be willing to take up those offers, particularly some of them who have relatives abroad.  

QUESTION: Victoria? 

MS. NULAND: Yes. 

QUESTION: As a matter of fact, European countries, many of them refuse to repatriate – many of these people are their citizens 

and, in fact, they failed time and again a UN suggestion that they should return to their countries in the Netherlands and Germany 

and other places. Are you urging the European countries to take at least their own citizens that are in Camp Ashraf? 

MS. NULAND: Again, the UN has the lead on this. They are working both with – they are working with the Iraqis, they are working 

with the residents of Ashraf, they are also working with some of these other countries of citizenship. So we are obviously looking for 

a settlement that gives these folks a better quality of life and security while maintaining international peace and security.  

Please. 

QUESTION: On Vice President al-Hashimi, are you concerned about his safety? Or has he contacted either Ambassador Jeffrey or 

any other U.S. official expressing concern about his own safety considering that the immediate members of his family were actually 

assassinated three or four years ago? 

MS. NULAND: I’m not aware of conversations of that kind of concern. There is a question about how and whether these Iraqi 

judicial processes will be carried out. 

QUESTION: Has there been any discussion with President Talabani of Iraq and President Barzani of Kurdistan as to the safety or 

maintaining safety and security for Vice President Hashimi? 

MS. NULAND: Well, the Ambassador has been in touch with both of those leaders in the – in recent days. I’m not going to speak to 

the details of those conversations. 

QUESTION: Just a follow-up on Vice President Hashimi: You just said that it should be solved through Iraq judicial system and rule 

of law. So does it mean you have confidence in the rule of law if he were to go back, and do you think that there’s going to be a fair 

trial? You have that confidence? 

MS. NULAND: We went through this conversation exhaustively yesterday. I don’t think we need to go through it today.  

QUESTION: It was (inaudible). 

MS. NULAND: It was pretty exhaustive, so – all right. 

Please. 



QUESTION: (Inaudible) subject? 

MS. NULAND: Sorry. Still on Iraq? 

QUESTION: Yeah. Just one last one on Iraq. 

MS. NULAND: Yeah. 

QUESTION: Just update – I’m just wondering if any – I can predict what the answer is going to be – but any progress on the MEK 

listing issue – 

MS. NULAND: No. 

QUESTION: – given that the – 

MS. NULAND: We’re still reviewing. 

QUESTION: Still reviewing -- 

MS. NULAND: Yeah. 

QUESTION: -- but it’s still in the final stages; is that correct? 

MS. NULAND: I think – 

QUESTION: Getting more final? 

MS. NULAND: – what the boss said back in October still stands. 

QUESTION: And still on Iraq, (inaudible) about any update on visas for State Department contractors? Has that issue been 

resolved? 

MS. NULAND: Well, I think we’ve said last week that we are continuing to work with the Iraqi Government on it, that the processes 

are in place, the contracting visas are moving along. We have an office in the Embassy that is helping those contractors who have 

encountered difficulties and helping them work things through with the Iraqi Government. So we don’t think we’ve  got a systemic 

issue here. We have a few individual cases that need to be resolved, and we’re working with the Iraqis on it. But in general, the 

systemic issues are moving relatively smoothly. 
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