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SECTION 1. RESPECT FOR THE INTEGRITY OF THE PERSON, INCLUDING FREEDOM 

FROM:     
a. Arbitrary or Unlawful Deprivation of Life 

On April 8, the army entered the facility known as Camp Ashraf, also known as Camp New Iraq. Camp Ashraf is 

home to approximately 3,300 Iranian exiles and serves as the Iraq base of the Mujahedin-e Khalq (MEK), a terrorist 

organization that had worked for Saddam Hussein’s regime. The camp’s residents violently opposed the army 

incursion, and some fought the army with sticks, batons, and other improvised weapons. Thirty-six camp residents 

died as a result of the ensuing violence and more than 300 were injured. Many of the dead were shot; army vehicles 

crushed others. At year’s end the government had not conducted a credible investigation into the incident despite 

assurances that it would do so (see section 2.d.). 
 

SECTION 2. RESPECT FOR CIVIL LIBERTIES, INCLUDING:  
 

d. Freedom of Movement, Internally Displaced Persons, Protection of Refugees, 

and Stateless Persons 

 

PROTECTION OF REFUGEES 

Access to Asylum: The country’s laws do not provide for the granting of asylum or refugee status, and the 

government has not established a system for providing protection to refugees. The government generally cooperated 

with the UNHCR and other humanitarian organizations to provide protection and assistance to the approximately 

40,000 refugees living in the country. 

Refugee Abuse: Reports of attacks and arrests of refugees such as Palestinians, Ahwazis in the south, and Syrian 

Arabs in Baghdad and Mosul declined during the year, although they continued to be targeted periodically in attacks 

by sectarian groups, extremists, and criminals. 

In September an estimated 3,300 residents of Camp Ashraf in Diyala Province applied to the UNHCR for individual 

status as asylum seekers. The government pressured the residents of Ashraf to relocate and depart from the country, 

and periodically withheld or delayed medical treatment for patients suffering from critical and chronic conditions. The 

government on several occasions placed loudspeakers on the perimeter of the camp to broadcast anti -MEK 

propaganda. The government also refused entry for some fuels, nonessential consumer items, construction 

materials, and industrial goods. Ashraf residents conducted protests during the year (see section 1.a.). 

http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/2011/index.htm


Some former members alleged that Ashraf leaders attempted to prevent disgruntled residents from leaving the camp 

by threats of reprisal. MEK leaders denied such allegations. 

A December 25 memorandum of understanding between the government and the UN provided for the orderly and 

rapid closure of Camp Ashraf, with the UNHCR providing refugee status determinations with the goal of facilitating 

resettlement of the camp’s population outside the country. At year’s end the UN and the government were still 

negotiating procedures for closing the camp 

http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/2011/nea/186428.htm 

http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/2011/nea/186428.htm

